Application No. 09/420,7 1 9 

Response to Notice of Non-Complaint Amendment 

Amendments to and Listing of the Claims: 

1-18. Cancelled. 

19. (Previously presented) A sample solution treating instrument comprising: 

(a) a sample introducing part; 

(b) a control means for converting a sample solution to a condition for 
analysis by a biosensor that electrochemically measures a specific component in the sample 
solution, wherein the control means comprises an agent selected from the group consisting of a 
catalyst that converts an interfering substance in the sample solution to a harmless substance 
having no adverse effect on a measurement result of the specific component obtained by analysis 
with the biosensor, the catalyst is selected from the group consisting of an enzyme and a metal 
oxide, and a buffer agent that adjusts a pH of the sample solution to a pH range adequate for an 
activity of an enzyme in the biosensor; and 

(c) a sample releasing part; 

wherein the instrument is not physically coupled to the biosensor. 

20. -23. (Canceled) 

24. (Previously presented) The instrument of claim 19, further comprising a heater 
for heating the sample solution. 

25. (Previously presented) The instrument of claim 19, wherein the sample 
introducing part and the sample releasing part are at different positions, the control means is 
located between the sample introducing part and the sample releasing part, and the sample 
solution is passed through the control means and is subsequently released from the sample 
releasing part. 

26. -28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently amended) A sample solution treating instrument comprising a sample 
treating unit and a sample supply unit, wherein the sample treating unit contains an agent that 
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converts a sample solution to a condition for analysis with the a biosensor that electrochemically 
measures a specific component in the sample solution, the agent selected from the group 
consisting of a catalyst that converts an interfering substance in the sample solution to a harmless 
substance having no adverse effect on a measurement result of the specific component obtained 
by analysis with the biosensor, and an adsorbent that adsorbs and removes an interfering 
substance from the sample solution, and a buffer agent that adjusts a pH of the sample solution to 
a pH range adequate for an activity of an enzyme in the biosensor, and the sample supply unit is 
made of an elastic material that retains the sample solution inside the sample supply unit, 
wherein the sample supply unit is located adjacent to the sample treating unit such that the 
sample solution passes through the sample treating unit to the sample supply unit after treatment , 
but wherein the instrument is not physically coupled to a biosensor. 

30. (Previously presented) A sample solution treating instrument comprising: 

(a) a sample introducing part; 

(b) a control means for converting a sample solution to a condition for 
analysis by a biosensor that electrochemically measures a specific component in the sample 
solution, wherein the control means comprises 

an adsorbent that adsorbs and removes an interfering substance from the 

sample solution, and 

an agent selected from the group consisting of a catalyst that converts an 
interfering substance in the sample solution to a harmless substance having no adverse effect on 
a measurement result of the specific component obtained by analysis with the biosensor, the 
catalyst is selected from the group consisting of an enzyme and a metal oxide, and a buffer agent 
that adjusts a pH of the sample solution to a pH range adequate for an activity of an enzyme in 
the biosensor; and 

(c) a sample releasing part; 

wherein the instrument is not physically coupled to the biosensor. 
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